Extracts from C&W path application papers - CA/07/01442
Pre Development Tree Survey (February 2009)
A total of 155 individually identified trees, 120 groups of mixed tree species, 15 groups of under-storey shrubs and 24 groups of field layer scrub were surveyed.  (Total 314) (Para 2.2.2)
Table 3: Category Grading Analysis (Para 2.5.3)
Category
Grading          Description                                             Number                Percentage
A                      High quality and value                              0                         0.00

B                      Moderate quality and value                     41                       13.06

C                      Low quality and value                            194                       61.78

R                      Any existing value would be lost

                         within 10 years and which should in

                         the current context be removed for

                         reasons of sound arboricultural

                         management                                           79                       25.16
Total                                                                                314                     100
Landscape Report (April 2009)
The area is currently under-managed with signs of various amounts of fly-tipped waste throughout the site. It is also becoming over-run by invasive scrub and brambles, with trees being swamped by ivy coverage and bind weed.  (Para 1.2)
Although the proposed route is viewed as destructive by various local resident groups who feel the area should left alone to nature, the decline in the quality of the existing trees and vegetation, and the increased fly-tipping, will lead to the ultimate deterioration of the corridor, and potentially its loss.  (Para 2.1)

The proposed cycle way will ultimately lead to the area being adopted and maintained by KHS and Canterbury City Council, with the vegetation managed to promote healthy growth, and debris cleared from the region. Any loss of vegetation throughout the construction period will be replaced with large stock native tree species, helping to diversify and strengthen the green corridor canopy, with native under-storey planting and wildflower meadow areas increasing the habitat potential of the site.  (Para 2.2)

Throughout the length of the existing site, there is a large quantity of litter, fly tipping (both household waste and garden rubbish) and in some areas a small percentage of used medical appliances. As part of the initial project phase, this debris is to be cleared and disposed of off site at a licensed tip.  (Para 3.1)

The existing vegetation consists largely of low level scrub and bind weed, and although this is a naturalised area, in some instances the scrub and ivy coverage is becoming detrimental to the continued health of the larger trees and shrubs.  (Para 3.2)

Where at all possible, the cycle route has been aligned along existing informal pathways, through tree-less areas, or areas where trees are to be felled for safety reasons. Where the proximity of groups of trees leave little space for the cycleway creation, the path has been located to avoid higher category trees (eg: category B), and has been re-directed through areas of lower category trees (eg: category C). The loss of these additional trees is unfortunate but will be mitigated by the planting of new large stock native trees, providing an instant visual screen for adjacent properties, whilst helping to diversify the area’s habitat potential and overall appearance. A regime of coppicing for all unhealthy tree groups outside the immediate construction zone will also be followed to allow natural regeneration of the existing vegetation. Some inter-planting will take place within these coppiced areas to help diversify the species, and break up the large groups of Elm, hopefully slowing down or preventing the spread of Dutch Elm disease.  (Para 3.4)
Whilst vegetation losses are unfortunate, the proposed replanting will not only help to rejuvenate the area, but will also increase the species diversity, offer a wider habitat and food source for local wildlife, and help reduce the spread of disease throughout the existing Elm population.  (Para 4.1)

Scalloped grass verges have been included along the length of the cycle route, providing basking spots for resident reptiles and invertibrates. Wildflower meadow areas will be created to offer food and foraging habitats for small mammals and insects. Flowering and fruiting tree and transplant species will provide greater variety of food sources for birds, mammals and insects. The existing flight corridors for bats will be retained as much as possible, and with the increase in insect numbers brought about by varying the habitats throughout the site, this will help provide additional food sources for foraging bats.  (Para 4.2)

Creation of hibernaculum

With the exception of diseased Elm, larger branches from other suitable trees are to be cut to size and stored on site for the creation of reptile hibernaculum or log piles (as detailed in Appendix C). Following the completion of the planting works and under instruction from a qualified ecologist, various hibernaculum and log piles are to be located throughout the site, providing habitat and refuse points for various reptile and insect species within the area. Larger trunk sections, also to be located by the project ecologist, are to be half buried (end on) to provide suitable stag beetle habitat.  (Para 4.3)
We propose to light the cycle track with Philips Lighting Mini Iridium Lantern with a 45w Cosmo Lamp mounted on a 5m high column with spacing of a minimum of 37 m and a maximum of 44m.  (Para 6.2)

Summary (re lighting) 

In determining the type of lighting proposed we have taken into account both the impact on bats and the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. When designing a cycleway which is intended to be used by commuters, it is important to ensure that users will feel safe using it during the hours of darkness. We do not believe that the proposed lighting of the cycle way will detrimentally affect the bats foraging and commuting in the area. As mentioned, no bats are roosting within the area of the proposed Crab and Winkle Cycleway. The species of bats present in the area is known to swarm around lights, feeding on insects. The Philips Lighting Mini Iridium Lantern will ensure light spill is kept to a minimum, reduce the number of columns needed and therefore also reduce the energy required for the lights.  (Para 6.23)
Plant Replacement Schedule (summary of Appendix B in Landscape Report - April 2009)

Trees – Extra Heavy Standards (e.g. maple, ash and oak)                                           257
Trees – Light Standards (e.g. maple, birch, ash, holly, apple, cherry, plum)                 487
Transplants for new planting areas (e.g. dogwood, hazel, hawthorn, blackthorn)       2644
Transplants for coppice inter-planting (as previous)                                                      168

Plants for gabion wall (e.g. cranesbill, ivy, rock rose, honeysuckle)                                89
Bat Activity Survey Report (June 2008)
The various observations during both surveys clearly demonstrate the use by bats of the woodland strip affected by the proposed scheme within Whitstable town centre.

This can be explained by the suitable habitat features for foraging such as the tree lines alongside the old railway line running north-south. (Para 6.1)

It is therefore considered unlikely that bats are actually roosting in trees within the woodland strip. (Para 6.2)
However, the proposed works including tree removal may significantly affect the movement of bats while foraging, commuting and breeding. Therefore, recommendations are made in the following section to avoid adverse affect on the local population of bats living within the proposed works area. (Para 6.3)

Bat Potential Report (November 2007)
Trees and shrubs within the section are predominantly young and provide no obvious features that are likely to be used by roosting bats, including cracks, fissures and rot holes. Although many trees support ivy Hedera helix growth, in most cases it is considered to be not sufficiently dense to offer suitable roosting opportunities. (Para 3.2.2)

It is considered that trees and shrubs along the route do not provide suitable features that could be used for hibernation or maternity roosts and it is considered that they have low potential as roost sites. (Para 4.1.3)

However, subject to the extent of clearance works, it is considered that if the continuity of the corridor is maintained and there is no habitat fragmentation, vegetation removal would not significantly affect the value of this linear feature for foraging or commuting bats. (Para 4.1.4)

The Crab & Winkle Line provides suitable commuting and foraging habitat for bats however, subject to confirming the extent of clearance, it is considered that vegetation removal would not significantly affect the value of this linear feature and it is not considered necessary to undertake further surveys in this regard. This would be subject to maintaining a continuous corridor of vegetation to limit the potential effects of habitat fragmentation which could disrupt bat commuting and alter foraging behaviour. The establishment of the cycle path may in fact contribute to the diversity of woodland edge habitats thereby increasing the potential for flying insects and food for bats. (Para 5.1.1)
Following an assessment of trees and shrubs along the route for potential roost sites,

it is considered that no roosts would be damaged or disturbed by the clearance of vegetation.  (Para 5.1.2)

Reptile Survey (November 2007)

In addition, the improvements to the Crab & Winkle line, in particular vegetation removal, may offer better conditions for basking and foraging reptiles by creating more herbaceous woodland edge and grassland habitats.  (Para 4.1.6)
To mitigate for adverse impacts on a low reptile population and ensure compliance with wildlife legislation there is a requirement for on-site mitigation. Subject to detailed design and based on the number of animals recorded during the survey, it is likely that a destructive search would provide adequate mitigation for reptiles. A destructive search of the work area could be undertaken from March on-wards when reptiles have emerged from hibernation. Captured animals should be relocated to adjoining habitats that are to remain undisturbed and that have been enhanced.  (Para 5.1.2)

However, subject to detailed design there may be requirement to trap and relocate animals. Trapping would involve a minimum of 60 visits and relocation of reptiles from within work areas to habitats adjacent to the scheme which are to remain undisturbed. These receptor sites would first need to be enhanced prior to the commencement of mitigation works. Reptile trapping and translocation can take place between March - September although the optimal periods are April - June and September. To improve trapping efficiency and exclude reptiles from the work area there is likely to be a requirement for exclusion fencing.  (Para 5.1.3)

Townscape and Visual Impact Assessment (April 2009)
Townscape Impacts

Overall it is considered that the quality of the southern character zone would be improved by both the proposed Crab and Winkle Route and the proposed bridges, subject to the mitigation outlined within Section 5. Lighting may be slightly visible through the scrubby vegetation although this would only be noticeable at night and in the winter. This represents a slight urbanisation of the existing character, which is already affected by street lighting and lighting within buildings and the overall significance of townscape impact would therefore be moderate beneficial.  (Para 7.1)

Overall there would be a slight improvement to the northern character zone as a result of the better quality surfacing of the route and the hard and soft landscape scheme with enhanced maintenance. This represents a slight further urbanisation, but this would be in keeping with the very urban character of the area. The overall significance of townscape impact would therefore be slight beneficial. The following table outlines the townscape sensitivity, magnitude of impact and overall townscape impact for each townscape character zone. The impacts identified are relevant to both the proposed Crab and Winkle Route and the proposed bridges, which fall within the southern character zone.  (Para 7.2)
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